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W.. can anarchism possibly have in common with postal services? 
Francis Sedlak was a pioneer of the Tolstoyan anarchist community at 
Whiteway in Gloucestershire in 1899. After working his passage from 
Bohemia via the French Foreign Legion in Algeria, he escaped from prison 
into the Sahara desert, only to be jailed in Spain. At Whiteway he built his 
house where he lived with Nellie Shaw. Wanting to post an article he’d 
written, ‘My Military Experience’, he realised that he could not bring 
himself to lick the back of a stamp bearing a portrait of Queen Victoria and 
support the government-run postal service, so he set out to walk to London 
and deliver his article by hand, but “the weather was very cold with heavy 
snow and he was clad only in thin clothes with no shoes. Not surprisingly 
he was forced to turn back.” If only poor Francis Sedlak had a copy of 
Clifford Harper’s Anarchist Postage Stamps, his letter may have got there 
sooner. We’re sure there are enough anarchists working in the Post Office 
today to ensure its safe delivery ... if not on time. 
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